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Yheé Fronchise Tax and the City’s
Borrowing Capacity.
ieds Yo a0 The Co tion of this State restriota
(18 10 the possible débt of any city, or its bor-
91 9. " o powisg ompanity, to * 10 per centum of the
812 1. 1 mewessed waluation of the real estate of
1al ' el city subject to taxation,” and the
matean snbw system of assessing real estate up
pirkav i th its;mssumeds full value was adopted
i siohe by Mayor kow's administration in order
j dule Al crtoenpourage more lavish expenditure.
P31 7+ TheComptroller, in exulting over the
it oupholding of the franchise tax by the
* aven Oourt of Appeals, says: “ If the law had
9’c«w ‘mot been upheld, twenty-two millions of
gaoi o .dollers- would have been cut from the
+ 4. borvowing oapacity of the city,” which
womark is based on the theory that the
»franchises assetsed at two hundred and
L& swenty millions are real estate, because
vy o0 the Ford adt-of 1809 provides that “ the
e Lo térans ! landsih ¢ real estate,’ and ‘real
s & Loproperty,’ as used in this chapter,” in-
i1 L o 1>clude tha value of all franchises.

s’ 2 »,0f coursa this conclusion is not sound.
wi) ¢ 1 ‘A-statuts passed by the Legislature can-
n ' w17 ‘hot changethe State Constitution or en-
wow 10 uoisrge the mexaing of words found in the
' orgamio instrument.
1A speoialfranchise or the right to use
+:Y svs »the publio highways for transportation,
st | ofor gas, telegraph, telephone, or other
it - public servics;4s not real estate or per-
40w senel estaté; as-that term is used in the
pa? w.State . Oonstitution. It is intangible
) %1 aproperty, and; as the Court of Appeals
" has just held; it is * a new kind of prop-
| * 270107 Lerty never taxed before,” and, therefore,
vd bsd.apwver contemplated by the framers of
! 1o o it rounState Constitution of 1896,
gii & 0. The Comptroller is, therefore, over-
20012 hasty in -hisesultation, and while the de-
7iba i iudislonhas undoubtedly saved the city
v ssrsthe amount off taxes involved, it cannot
wriod 1 hsveincreased the borrowing capacity of
uol thecisy by ane dollar,

seia & t'Pise PNnot of Wales and America.
‘The 8t.-liouis Exposition is to be opened
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i »properisnot to be until next year.
Jueroin! whideyof apecial interest to us is the at-
% 1" ~tention ‘it i attracting on the other side
. v % of the oosan.  For instance, King ED-
fo. o 1 waRD and the.British Government have

|

.’%‘a.v»-..-u-'ta-x the - adequate

ol of-the Usited Kingdom at the great
o=t oggir .« It s peported, also, that the
j#LLs 2 Primos i8-40-visit this country next

iften »
« vu « This' may be only an.assumption or an
e ~inferencs, but-we hope it will be justified
in thefaock ' -

sl < 3Tt i now: forty-three years since the
225 present Kingof England made his visit
{ 2. w to sthis couttry when he was Prince of
‘. 1Wazss. ‘During the period since 1860
i the transformation of this republic,

v ..soclelly, - politically, financially and in-
dustrislly, has been complete. JAMES
" Bvomawan was then President, and the

Democratic party was still dominant,
i’ - though alzeady Republicanism was dem-
onstrating the power which gave it there-
/after for so fong a period the Federal
control. In the Senate there were 38
¥ Dameoorats to 28 Republicans, but in the
1+ . Hotse the Republicans were 113 to 101
1 Demecrats..-The Know-Nothing agita-
V.1 |21 thom, whieh ssweral years before had been
w27 e intenss throughout the Union, was dying
{07 roub, yet dp this Thirty-sixth Congress
éviiaV ‘these 'were 2 * Native Americans " in
v o 'the Senatd eid as many as 28 in the
e  Hous. Is: & noteworthy that these
.S asrioans " were all from the Southern

of “Esneas’ONy or Rochester. Slavery

welved: ab Washington if he should ex-

tent hindivisit: to the United States, and

dads | +the Questireplind that the Prince would
4 dyvor sesmrn homevhrough this country. He
plodol linded ob) 8L John's, Newfoundland,
a8 boa July! 24718001 and, entering our terri-

\Well 25tary Sept. 20,'at Detroit, was welcomed

adi <0  arvived 'thare:. On the 8d of Ooctober

)--,.4 ‘wes primitive as measured by the present
e’ wi-soaial and.meterial development of the
town, o
ae 117 -+ Jilee Bwontiway through which he passed
L] ¢ vl was an humble street, comparatively, and
25 (717 = ball givew to him at the Academy of
2
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ous
the reception of the Prinoe.
If the son of that Prinoe of

have been a village-like manifestation.
Moreover, if the Prince of WALES shall

come next year he will find that this na-

tion has risen to manhood and has ao-

turity, and the consciousness of maturity,
and the recognition of its responsibllities.
In 1800 the old impatience under foreign
criticism, just or unjust, remained. Amer-
icans were ooncerned about what the
rest of the world, and more especially the
world of Europe, thought of them, and be-
cause of their sensitiveness on that soore
they were somewhat too self-assertive
and aggressive. They wanted to show
off their fine points. Now we are a great
world power, sufficient unto ourselves,
and no longer sensitive about what Eu-
rope thinks of us. We have grown up.
A great change has taken place since
1860, too, in our attitude toward Eng-
land. Harmony has succeeded jealousy
and suspicion. The American nation is
too great to harbor the old-time enmity.
It has too much else to think about.

A royal personage is not so great a
novelty to Americans now as he was
forty-three years ago, and the demon-
stration of welcome which the present
Prince of WaALES would receive would
therefore be more thoroughly a demon-
stration of friendliness toward the nation
he represented than that aroused by the
visit of his royal father in 1860.

Is the Fifteenth Amendment to Be
Permanent ?

The Thirteenth Amendment of the
United States Constitution will stand,
and ought to stand, forever unrepealed:

“ Neither slsvery nor involuntary eervitude, ex-
cept as punishment for crfime whereo! the party
shall have been duly convicted, shall sxist in the
United States, or any place subject 1o faeir jurisdic-
tion.”

That declaration chise'ed upon the
tablet of fundamental 'aw one of the
two great results of the civil war, next
to the preservation of the Union itself
the greatest result of that mighty con-
flict. Slavery will never be reéstablished.
Emancipation will never be undose.

The first section of the Fourteenth
Amendment, likewise, is likely always to
stand as it is. It declares:

* All persons born and naturalised 18 the United
States, and subject to the jurisdiotion thereof, are
citizens of the United States and of the State wherein
they reside. No State shall make or eaforce any
law which shall abridge the privileges or Immuni-
ties of oitisens of the United Ftates: nor shall any
State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property,
without due process of law; nor deny to any person
within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the
aws.”

This defines citizenship and guaran-
tees the inseparable rights of citizenship.
It does not confer the suffrage upon all
citizens. The denial of suffrage is not
necessarily an abridgment of the rights
of citizenship. Otherwiss, the boy of
fifteen and the woman of fifty, as persons
born or naturalized in the United States
and subject to the jurisdiction thereof,
and therefore citizens of the United
States and of the State wherein they
reside, would be alike entitled without
further legislation to the ballot. Such
was not the intention of the Fourteenth
Amendment. Such is not its force.

The rest of the Fourteenth Amend-
ment, with the exoception of the second
section, refers to disability for office on
acoount of rebellion and to the validity
of the public debt. The second section,
however, bears directly upon the first
section, quoted above. It is:

" Representatives shall be apportioned among
the several States according to thelr respeotive
sumbers, counting the whole number of persans In
each State, exciuding Indians not taxed. But when
the right 1o vote at any election for the choloe of
dectors for President and Vice-Presidest of the
United States, Representativcs in Congress, the
exzecutive and judicial offoers of a State, or the mem -
bers of the Legialature thereof, is denied to any of
the male inhabitants of such State, being twenty-
one years of age and citisens of the United States,
or in any way abridged, sxoept for participation in
rebellicn, or other crime, the baals of represeatatica
thereln shall be reduced In the proportioa which the
gumbers of saald male oitisens shall bear 1o the whole
number of male citisens twenty one years of age Ia
such State.”

We have italicized one word in this
seotion which shows that the intent of
the Constitution has at no time been to
base tation in Congress upon the
number of citizens actually possessing
the suffrage. For a hundred years the
non-voting female citizens above twenty-
one and the non-voting male and female
citizens under twenty-one have been
represented in the House proportion-
ately with the male voters. Even in
the days of slavery, by that clause of
the Constitution vghloh the Fourteenth
Amendment superseded, the blacks in
servitude, the negro slaves, male,
female and children, counted in the
apportionment éach as three-fifths of
a citizen.

It does not theréfore follow that in the
event of a reorganization of the system
of suffrage, by the repeal or change of
the Fifteenth Amendment, ultimate con-
stitutional principles or public policy
would necessitate a reduction of the
basis of representation in States affected
by the disfranchisement of the mnegro;
although, of course, in that event the
numerical.basis of apportionment would
become the subject of seriousa consid-
eration, and the language of the second
section of the TFourteenth Amendment
would require some readjustment to
acoord with new oconditions.

We come now to the brief Fifteenth
Amendment, which incorporates what
the nation is rapidly coming to believe
was one of the most deplorable mistakes
in our history:

* The right of citizens of the United Biates to voie
shall not be denied or abridged by the United Sases
of by any State on Actount of Tace, eclor, or pre-
vious nwu-'u servitude. The Congress shall

k|

‘pedients in evasion of the spirit, if not of

the letter, of the Fifteenth Amendment,
the probability remains that sooner or
Jater the country will have to face
squarely the question of its repeal.

Perhaps the sooner the better for the
dignity of the instrument that now ex-
hibits as a fundamental principle of the
American system a theory of suffrage
impossible of practical application with
safety to the vital interests of the States
chlefly concerned.

When even the SBupreme Court of the
United States, this very week, in the case
of the clash of the Alabama Oonstitution
with the Fifteenth Amendment, declines
to interfore and dismisses the appeal for
the enforcement of the negro's right to
the unrestricted franchise, the time can-
not be far off when American common
sense will be ready to go fearlessly to the
root of the matter.

For Grave Trouble No Quack Cure.

In the course of his painful unfinished
wrestle between his own political con-
victions and the party prejudices that
surround him, Mr. EDWARD M. SHEPARD
has made a timely comment upon the
most important matter of the day, the
occasion being the Braoklyn Democratic
Club dinner on Monday night, and the
text the trustas:

* Mr. ROOSEVELY is already congratulated by his
party associates on this—that the great corpora-
tions of the country will now be so afrald of his
power that through this fear he may control their
political action. He has himself talked of * good
Sruste ‘ and ‘' bad txusts '; that 1o 10 say, be Assumes
%0 decide what combinasions are good and what
are bad.

“ He and his amoclates and T SUOCOLISOTS,
bowever pure aad exalted their motivés, are given
& control, with infinite possibilities of unwhole-
some centralization of power and of corruption.”

It is of little moment that, after this
statesmanlike description of evils that
are real and grave, Mr. SHEPARD should
turn to the poor little scheme of curing
them through a tinkering of the tariff,
They inust be dealt with directly instead
of through the rcurd-about and specu-
lative methodr. dear (o the theorists in
political economiy

The thing to do is to v.odify the all-
oentralizing and ali-killing Sherman
Anti-Trust law

A Wonderful Boat,

The Burgess-Pa~kard brat, described
in TaE SUN of Mondey as designed
to win the Challenge cup of S8an Fran-
cisco Bey, will be another cause of dis-
may to the barnacles who look upon
modern advances in the form and char-
acter of yachts as opposed to sea morals.
The overhangs in this case are to exceed
oonsiderably the actual water line. In
the Reliance the overhangs measure 52
feet, as against 90 feet on the water line.
The overhangs of the California boat
will be about 40 feet, as against a water
line of 28 feet; that is, this 28-footer
will be nearly 70 feet over all. There is
no occasion for alarm over these ex-
traordinary proportions. The yachting
designers have not lost their heads.
They are simply taking advantage of
the ever-increasing knowledge of what
can be done with the ever-increasing
strength of materials. New and stronger
stuffs and new tricks in construction
enable builders to-day to achieve what
years ago would have seemed miracles.

This California boat and the Reliance,
the modern skyscraper and the modern
steamship are scientifically of one fam-
fly. Each of them has been condemned
by the experts belonging to its kind as
a structural extravagance, monstrous
and dangerous. Probably many an
old salt is alive who looked to see the
long pipe-stem craft Oceanio, the first
of the White Star Line, break her back
in her first serious storm. We believe
the Oceanic is still afloat on the Pacific,
and the new steamers of the last year or
two are more than half as long again.
The first high office building deoclared
by architectural doubters to be built
for a fall is scarcely more thaa waist
high to many put up last year. So with
the yachts.

We trust that the Burgess-Packard
design will be seen on San Froncisco
Bay, for builders and saflors the world

over tostudy.

! The National Trophy Match.
The board to prepare rules for rifle
matches for a national trophy hereafter
to be offered by the Government has
made its report, which is of interest to
all interested in rifle shooting and its
development in this country. The board
of twenty-one persons, five
fram the army and the Marine Corpa,
eight from the trustees of the National
Rifle Association, and eight froia the

The winning team is to receive the
National Trophy, valued at $1,000, and a
money prise of $800; the second team will
get the Hilton and $500; the
third, the Soldiet of Marathon Trophy
and $200; the fourth, fifth and sixth teams
will receive $150, $100, and $50 respec-
tively, in cash; and each member of these
six teams will receive a medal. Here it
is to be noticed that the codperation of
the National Rifle Association enables
the Hilton and Soldier of Marathon tro-
phies to be put up as prizes in what is to
be the great rifie match of the Upited
States, as thess, both won from New
York, have been the prizes in separate
important matches for some years back.

The Government will detail an officer
to take charge of the National Trophy
match, and will, so far as practicable,
bear the expenses of the competition. In
1904 a range in the Middle West will be
chosen instead of Sea Girt; and a skir-
mish run and other forms of shooting
will be included in the competition. The
plan adopted is exoellent, and every
National Guard that can do so should
have its team at Sea Girt next September,
that the first National Trophy match
may be thoroughly sucocessful and that
American rifle shooting may receive the
impetus that it needs.

The Bravest Are the Tenderest.

A new and most important fleld of
physical exercise and social usefulness
was entered by President ROOSEVELT in
Iowa. The despatches are positive:

“AS Des Moines the President kiased a number of
bables. Pour mothers, each with a baby In her
arms, approached his carriage and banded bouquets
up 10 him. Then they held the bables up %o dbe
kissed, andthe P did not disappoint them.”

Of course he didn't! If four hundred
mothers had presented four hundred
babies, and the time schedule had per-
mitted, Mr. RoosevELT would have
kissed the whole bunch.

Every baby along the route is equally
and without discrimination entitled to
osculatory recognition by the President
of the United States.

It is the baby's just reward for its
public spirit in having been born.

a4

The citizens of Pensacola are to be com-
mended for raising money to procure a
challenge cup to be competed for by the
orews of the vessels of the North Atlantic
squadron annually, to be called the Pensa-
cola Annual Challenge Cup. This is in line
with Admiral TavyLor's plan of developing
athletics in the navy, and the struggle for
the cup should be an interesting event in
the annual winter cruise of the North At-
lantio squadron. The gift is, we think, the
first of ita kind to our Navy, though similar
oups are common in the British Navy, per-
hape the most famous being that competed
for yearly in Chinese waters by crews from
the vessels of the British China squadron.
Pensacola's good example should be fol-
lowed by the citizens of other places; ath-
lotic olubs with balances in their treasuries
might very properly offer such challenge
cups as prises for service rowing boats from
the squadrons in various parts of the world.

The day that Baron Hmwm: p® Rorm-
ACHILD spends in jail for overspeeding his
automobile will be a warning to locomotor
scorchers all over the world.

The abandonment of the * liberal enforoe-
ment ® polioy was involved in the Mayor's
recommendation to the Aldermen to sus-
pend the ordinances relating to drygoods
boxes, newsstands and whatnot on the side-
walks, pending their revision into a shape
that takes some consideration of the practi-
cal needs of the people of shis city. As these
ordinances were, they were not enforceable
without grave inconvenience to a number of
people incomparably greater than those
who would be discommoded were there no
ordinances at all.

Because Shamrock III. was launched at
1:20 in the afternocon of March 17 and Re-
llance at 5:28 in the afternoon of April 11,
the moon rising for Reliance while it was
doing something else for Shamrock, and
the stars were in the positions shown
by the maps for those respective dates,
*Zamaxr” tells us thst the Cup will not be
lifted. We pass the information on.

What an opportunity Mr. HENmy A
Rooxrs, President of the Board of Educa-
tion, has before him! Acting in the name of
the board, but without authority, he ordered
a book on Indians by an old fighter thereof,
Capt. J. Les HourreviLie. The board
very properly repudiates the contract as
unauthorized and refuses to accept the
books, 80 that Mr. RoGERS can at one clip
confess his fault as a public officer and
establish himself as a man of his word by
buying the books himself, which of course
he is morally bound to do.

The Aldermen should not complain at
any curtailment of their powers. They
have brought it on themselves.

————

At 8¢, Louis.

At early mom, ere yet the sun
1ta dally orbit had begum,
While yet the irmament on high
Was lit by pale stars In the sky,
And all St. Louls, dimly gray,
Sat silent on the edge of day.
A weird, mysterious light appeared
Par to the East, and quickly neared
The nleeping oity—such a lght
As made a wonder of the night.
It flled the aky, the earth, the alr,
With such & radiance, rich and rare,
That sleepers woke as If some strange
Bewitchment had Impelled the change,
And comiag forth their startled eyes,
Amaged, fell on the morning skies,
By this time scintiliant with gleams
Plucked from & milion painters’ dreams
And mixed with ralnbows, and the dyes
That poets sing In Orient skies,
And dazsling hues that come and go
In all the tropic flowers that blow,
And plumaged birds, and women's gowns,
And prismed sheen In jewelled crowna,
They stood entranced, for such & light
Of glory had not met their sight:
Sueh Iridencent glints and gleama
In purple amethystine streams.
In glamourous, gay and glistening glow,
In falry, fulgorescent flow,
In lumiaiferous, lucent I'nea,
I n sparkiing, spiendent, shimmering shines—
And every person, In that lighe,
Pefore that dissy, dassling sight,
Felt In his soul, and sald a2 much,
That nowhere else could there be such
A sunrise as had come thelr way
To greet the Exposition Day.

And yel, good friends, ‘twas not the sua,

That thus the great day had begun—

No sun that ever shone oould give

A radiance Nke that and live—

Por presently, across the plaln,

Our ANy -tbousand -dollar train

Came whirling In iie dazsling light

That knocked the sun clean owt of sight.
Wik

th
man gives the door a sharp tug.
up

b Monubmdodmn the week of April
waa

oooler than any of the weeks last
. It has been the temperature of &
clear, but warnf June day. No one ocould
have suffered from the heat, and, though
there was rain one evening, the wet season
has not begun.

inister Bquiers has & white automobile,
t on the linds of a surrey, with a pienlo
basket hitched on behind,

Havana's police are a smart-looking, intel-
ligent-appearing body of men. They are
otationed on shorter posts than New York
policemen. They aré about the only men a
visitor notices who don't smoke when they
are on duty. The few other men who do not
smoke. all the time may safely be put down
As sick, except the street railway employees.
In Gen. ILudlow's time he forbade, or got the
electric road officials to forbid, smoking on
the cars. Why there was not a revolution no
oné knows. The Cubaneare long-suffering,
and smoking is not allowed on the cars to this
day. The police begin to smoke as soon as
they are off duty. Bo do the car employees.
The police are polite, They are small men,
like all Cubans, Each has a club like a New
York policeman’s nightstick and a heavy
army revolver, which he wears outside his
black-braided jacket of blue. The police
keop their clubs in their belts except when
they are in use, and do not swing them as they
walk, 4 joa New York. It is an honor to be a
member of the polioce foroce. Some of the mem-
bers are sons of onoce wealthy families, {m-
poverished by one or another of the political
and warlike troubles whioch have vexed the
fsland. Now there is talk of a general strike
throughout the fsland on May 1. In Havana,
with the police allowed to do as they wish,
it is prophesied that there will be no disorder
of long duration.

Havana is as clean as intelligent sanitary
supervision oan make {t. The prominent
streets are clean, the courtyards are clean,
and the walks are clean. A bad smell is prac-
tically unknown in the streets. The street
cleaners, most of them in white, are at work
day and night. They wake one up cleaning,
and they lull him to sleep cleaning. Havana
was not cleaner under the American military
government than it is to-<day. Brooke's
work, Ludlow’s work, continued by Wood and
carried on by the new government, has trans-
formed the city. The street cleaning costs
more than any other department of the city
government, but as HAvana has not had a
case of yellow jack originating in the city In
eighteen months, this and the mosquito cam-
paign are good investments.

The tollet arrangements fn the hotels are
unusual. The wash basins on the office and
café floors are the most oconspicuous things
in the dining rooms. One eating his break-
fast hears running water, looks about, and
finds a man washing face and hands at his
albow. The only bath is in the tollet compart-
ment marked “Ladies—Sefioras.”
hesitates about invading the room, but the
ballman bows him there, full of smiling con-
fidence. The water supply is sufficient and

pure. There are no rooms with baths in the
hotels. In fact, no running water is in the
rooms.

A Cuban room less than forty feet square is
A mean affair. A Cuban who onoe lived n
New York now oocupies a house in which the
dining room, one of the twenty mammoth
rooms, is twice as large as his whole apart-
ment on West Bixty-fourth street was. He
confesses that sometimes he feels like screen-
ing off a corner ten feet square, and recalling
in it the days when he was in the “States.”

Jal Alal possesses Havana. It is a court
game, splendid to watch, splendid to play, and
magnificant to bet on. Tt i= more talked about
here than baseball in Pittsburg, and more bet
on than horse races in New York. Your bar-
ber, your room servant, your ocochero, the
olerk who waits on you, the bootblack—each
has his favorite player, and each is part pro-
prietor at Jenst twioce a week in a ticket on the
man or team he has picked to win. Onoce
watching the game one understands why, for
Jt 1s = graceful, and as full of demands on the
players’ skill and resourcefulness as any
game that is played. It resembles handball
and la crosse, and several other games, The
betting may be bad, but the game is a splen-
did one.

When a Cuban audience wants to give a
player or an orator an adverse opinion, it
whistles. The demonstration that the gallery
gods make in America to show their approval
of the hero's triumph and the villain's down.
fall with fingers on tongue, means here that
what has been said or done was bad—the very
limit—el colmo de la sinverguenzavic.

The Havana trades unions are strongly
annexationist, or at least a powerful faction
is, #0 far as labor organizations go. They
want to afliate with the Gompers organiza-
tion In Chioago. They are not territorial
annexationists, or political annexationists,
but they think the organizations here would
be more powerful if they, had an American
continental conneotion. There are a lot of
Anarchists, of all shades, kinds and condi.
tiens in the city, and they incite the work-
ingmen whenever the opportunity offers.
The labor organ |s Tierra, and it has contained
many flery articles. The workingmen,
patticularly the tobacco workers, are re-
markably well informed on public questions
Pach room full of tobaoco workers employs &
reader, who sits perched above the heads of
the workers, and reads aloud the news-
papers. Not a paragraph or a sentence
escapes him, and the workers take it all in,

The soldier who shows one through Principe
Castie points out a tunnel, five feet high and
two feet wide, and says that no one knows
where the othér end of it is. No one seems
to care, either. The soldier only shrugs his
shoulders and smilés when he (s asked why
some one does not explore. He smiles again
as though the gquestion a were useless one
when he is ssked why he does not employ
some of his spare time In solving the mystery,
As all the other passages (o the fort were ex-
plored by the Americansayhen they held the
oity, it is probable that #ome Ameérican knows
the secret of this one.

The hotel porters, the ones who are nr‘t
seen by the visitors, are the amallest imagin-
able. A boy of fiftean, scarce four feet tall,
husties a baggage truck around at the Ingila-
terra. Another wsoarcely larger officiates
at the Louvre. They appear to be perfectly
éapable of caring for themselves.

Cinematograph and phonograph shows
sppeal to the Cubans. AN Baba and the
Forty Thieves, pantomines and
the like shown in moving pictures, flll two
of the big theatres, into either of which two
New York playhouses of ordinary sise might
be put, nightly. Between representations of
fairy and folk tales an indecent picture, in-
velving & man, & mald and a baby, is shown
once in & while, No one pays any attention
to it beyond the applause and hisses that
greet every picture.

In the hotels when one buys & stamp the

R
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close—not close—
sald. The barber mur-
mured, amiling. The shave over, the Ameri-
oah waved away the hair tonlo offered by
the barber, “No Wet—no wet—dry—no wet—
not wet—dry—no agua,” he said. “8i," said
the barber. As the Amerioan left the chalr
the barber said, respectfully: “I was edu-
cated by the Manhattanville Brothers, sir, In
New York, where 1 lived in 1867 and for ten
years after. My name I8 Antonio Balbas,
and at school the other boys, partioularly
the American boys, called me Antonio Bologna
Sausage. I hope the service I have per-
formed for you was quite satisfactory, sir.”
When the new Government Treasury was
buillding President Palma wanted to bury
$1,000,000 in gold beneath the vaults, He
belleved it would be good finance to lock
that sum up in preparation for the political
rainy day that may come at any time to this
ocountry. “In case of troubles,” was his ex-
planation, but he did not insist when he
found that the other Cuban statesmien were
opposed to his suggestion, and the gold was
not buried.

+ Cuban boys may be seen at play daily at a
game which is s0 much like the American
“duck-on-a-rock” that it must be ita first
cousin. One stone ls poised ona larger one,
and the players attempt to knock it off with
other stones from a distance. The boy who
fs “it" must replace the stone when it is
knocked off and tag one of the other players
,;dm bhe can run a certain distanoe.

Motormen are the same the world over.
Nothing delights a Cuban motorman so much
as to clang his bell. He takes as much pleas-
ure in hearing it sound as does a New York
motorman. Instead of stamping on & short
rod and striking a bell under the platform,
88 is done in New York, the Cuban motor-
man pulls a cord and rings a bell on the oar
roof. Bometimes, when a policeman s rid-
ing on the front platform, he yanks tl.e cord
vigorously, warning all to keep off the track.
There are no open trolley cars in Havana
yet, but they are coming and when they
are in operation the Vedado line will be as
attractive a ride as can be imagined long
the seashore the cars make eighteen or ty
miles an hour, areating a breeze on the stilleat
days, and the view, with the old Spanish
houses on one side and the sea on the other,
is beautiful.

Havana's streets at certain hours are filled
with schoolboys on their homeward way.
Cut from the picture the squat, wide, highly
colored buildings, and the scene might be
in a New York street. The boys are bright,
well-dressed, and each has his books strapped
in & compact pack, dangling from his hand.

An American in search of rooms visited &
Cerra house under which ooursed & most
plcturesque , watering some graceful
palms and brilliant foliage plants in the gar-
den. He was delighted, and boasted to his
friends of such a ind. “Brook!" said a friend,
“Man, that is an open sewer, and I happen to
know one man who has had typhoid in that
house, and another who has it now there.”

Although the electric cars offer & quicker,
smoother and much more pleasant way of
moving about, the residents of Havana oling
to the old-fashioned busses which were onoce
the only public conveyances in the streets,
and the bus patronage is apparently as good
as ever it was. The busses take advantage of
the car tracks for & road, however, and their
passengers benefit from the electrio line in-
directly, if they do scorn the oars. The
fare is the same in both.

There are three kinds of money in use in
Havana, Bpanish gold, Spanish sflver, and
Amerioan. All American ourrency, sfiver,
paper, copper and gold, ia rated as gold. Prioss
are given in Spanish silver first, then in SBpan-
ish gold and finally in American. Every
merchant expects to be beaten down in the
prioe of his wares, and hé is amaszed {f a pur-
chaser pays the first asking price without
complaint,

Bometimes the spectators at the Fronton
throw money on the court to annoy the play-
ers, This became such a nuisance that some-
time ago the managers had a big sign painted
ordering the spectators to refraln from throw-
ing money on the court. The sign is regu-
larly disregarded.

To call a coach in Havana one stands on the
curb, hisses with all his might and waves
his right hand with the same motion he em-
ploys to brush away an annoying fly. In
New York the cab driver who witnessed the
performance would take it for granted that
he was being waved away and hissed,

The presiding officers of the Cuban delibe-
rative bodies use a bell instead of a gavel to
preserve order. Preeident Portuondo of the
lower house has two bells—one a silver tea
bell, which he rings by waving it in the air;
the other a bicyecla bell mounted on two
uprights, which he rings by whirling it
around. \

In the Episcopal chapel here the President
of Cuba is prayed for at every service, his
title beilng inserted in the prayer for those
in authority immediately after the President
of tgno Unitad States.

The conductors on the street cars ring up
fares by clasping a wrench on the fare register
rod, instead of handles fagtened to the
rods. The register rods have no handles
as in New York street cars.

The highest ambition of a Cuban, appar-
ently, is to wear & uniform. Men in uniform
are proud of It, and they always try to
look neat and pretty. It is said that the
Fire Department, or Bomberos, is the most
sought after service In the island.

A luckless Amerioan who needed a trunk
strap produced the impression on the Havana
merchants of needing some shoe laces the
other day, and in all the shops where he
sought trunk straps enthusiastio clerks
worked themaelves hot trying to find a pair
of shoe laces which would suit the sefior.
Finally the American went to a harneas shop
and there he found what he wanted. But
the English-speaking clerk in this shop would
pot wait on him, because another clerk was
learning English and wanted the practice.

When one buys a cigar in Havana a box
of wax vestas is given to him, It is a snare
and a fraud. The box igthe size of the usual
vesta box, but it has a false bottom two-
thirds of the way from its real bottom, and it
ouly holde a third of the number of matches
one usually finds in such a box.

Result of the Balley BIN.

To ™& EpiTos or Tus S8un—8ir; The can-
of numerous orders for automobiles

which, says the president of the National
Association of Automoblile Manufacturers, has
followed the passage of the Balley bill is the
logical result of the New York Legitlature's
lllogical action in permitting that bill to live,
The depressing influence of the measure is
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" ¥WE MERGER DEOISTON.
Tmprevements Fellowiag Eariler ‘' Mer
gors "' —Falir Play Desired.

To ™as EpiTon of TR SBUN—Sir: My ex.
perience in bullding ralles and also myv
connection with their operation have causeq
me to take an earnest interest {n the extensive
discussions that have latterly occurred based
on the Congressional act of 1%0%, the fecisjon
of the Supreme Court of the United States ~f
1508 and the recent decision of the Cirouit Court
of the United States, which prohibited the
merging of the Northern Pacific and the Great
Northern railways into and under the name
of the “Northern Securities Company.” There-
fore, it seems to me that your article of the
24th inst. concerning this law and those de-
cisions clearly and eflectively shows what the
result will be on investments in stocks and
bonds of railroads if the United States Su-
preme Court should decide that a rallroad
company shall not make common cause,
offensively and defensively, in protecting its
w?any and ita stock and bondliolders from
a destructive competition rmnmled solely
on the shippers and truvelling public erying
out u*alnst railroads becnume w few have

made fortunes in connection with them,

rmpgon that the Northern Pacific and the
Great Northern railways hud been bhuilt by the
Northern Beourities Company by an ismie of
its own stock and bonds upon the two roads:
voulg it be consistent and could the act of
1890 He wo construed as to iake the Northern
Becurities Company carry trafMc over either of
ita roads at & rate that would decrease its
nuonabln earning power and receipts,
by so doing decreare the earning power
receipts of the other road? I know that the
New York Central and Hudson River Rall-
road system is much better managed d
operated now, both for the intere:t ot.&o
Embur-u d for {ts stock and bond holders, than

he roads were which comprise that system
when they were managed and ol'ﬂ'mm; sepa-
rately; and what i« true of the managemen
and operation of the New York Central
Hudson River Railroad systen s also oqu:ﬂr

e of the Penusylvaula Eailroad eystem
the New York, New Haven and Hartford

Iroad system and many other systems
are ocomp of old short roads that
origiaally built, managed operated v

t financial stress and difficulty. Surelys
t must be conceded by the public that r
roads, telegraph lines and telephone systems
are among the greatest benefactors of the
tnop!e in this country, and, therefore, there
8 no valid reason that can possibly be
sented against or show iu the sligh
degree why the owners of rellroads, tel
graph and telephone stocks and bonds sho
not recelve as much profit on their investment
as an average of the most successful
chants and manufacturers receive ogp
lnt:otmnnl u.m'l‘ho haza w‘lhr rl;llr fne
vertor is qu A8 great as it is meroste "
tile of manufactu: business

n g
Mr. Editor nllrocan. telegraphs and '
p?onou have been the means, to a large exten 4
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- Churchmen Under Twe Maga

To Tes Eprron or Tes Suw—S8ir: In
eyes of sympathizers the chief trotuble 4
“Father” Francis, the Rev, Spencer J {
Lord Halifax, et al,, may be that they are 00!
honest. They have shown their hand. Thep
are a bit previous, They have “given e
snap away."”

The Duke of Newocastle arrives on thesy
shores and kow-tows impartially to the dige
nitaries of (_eo nom%gnh and the
&thollc “hurch. op of e

o and the Bishop of WAre
ot I 'muu-o

c'%‘:%u“‘%"u':ﬂiﬁ [ f the *Cone
‘ s Chris y," ann: of the
fraternity of the iteseed Baota ent,” cone
fer monastio ord

and make monks

are "pained” and *
thess go to Rome

eocentrios, an en
® that some of

Catholios are r and Protestants
are ro-gecublo' b‘ﬂ es$ men revoplt at
the flabby, Jol\!ﬂl t of ¢h man
who knows not “where s at,” and who s
afraid to own an er to the Pope
or to the ugﬂndnlo- of &lnh Reforma-
tion. Such peop! e dudes )

lay two won.xan gr' hey are wo or
Pecomeens to twogirls at the same t{me.

NEWARE, April 28 L. 8. Ossorye.

Disoussing the Presideney.

To Taw Eprron or Tam Sux—Sir: I have
read your many editorials on politioal toplos
with pleasure and profit. There seems to me,
however, to be a strain of uneasiness as to the
future which is unwarranted by the faote,
Amﬁ*un.;h are :l‘x',:b all else o eommm.-nn

ey with patien P
sr:nlt the antios of tﬂo nt ocou| ::3
the White House; but they have P
their minds to make a change at
time. The politician who “plays to -
Jeriea” is not a safo man in high place, for you
novar know what craze may possess mul-
titude. Besides oxporl.n‘xsnu shoul
be made in political leadership. True &
tried statesmen are the only ones who sho
be intrusted with Eowor nora are m&ny
such in the Republican party, Should that

rty, however, fall to nominate one of the
rl:en {t is up to'the Democrats to name a safs,
conservative man, and the American
will do the rest. b 8
The New York Tax Laws, ™
From the Rochesicr Post-Ezxpress.

In recent years there has been little cffort %o roe
duce the expenditures of the State, and those In
control of Its affalrs have been solicitous, In the
main, only for the discover) of new ways of getting
money from the pockets of the people. A tax on
inhieritances, a tax upon bequests, a tax on mo
gages, an Inorease In the charges for the sale
llquor, a tax on certificates of notaries, and & ta®
on the transfers of real estate are only a few of the
schemes that have been proposed.

The crying need of the State of New York la nof
for the abolishment of the direct tax or for new
revenues, but for a deorease in the expendituresy
The grosses! estravagance prevalls In all depams
ments of the State goverament.

It Governor Odell had devoted as much attene
tion to reducing appropriations and shutting off
extravagance &8 he did to the passage of the bill
providing $50,000 to defray the cxpenses of hib
junketing trip to St. Louls. he would have stood
far higher in the estimation of the people of thid
State than he does to-day.

Gen. Miles on Civilized Warfare.

To THE EDITOR OF TuUE SUN—Sir: What Is
matter with Gen. Miles? Can anybody give alit
history regarding his tender ways when fighting
Indians? Did he follow all the civillzed methodd
of warfore, or did he “cateh them” alive or ¢sad-
any way to get them!? OLD SOLDIER,

NEw YORK, April 29,

———

Tom Barth Must Die Agaln,

To THR EDITOR OF THE SUN—-Sir: 1 have read
with considerable Interest the editorfal note In this
morning's Issue of THE SUN which states that Tom
Barth of Randolph county, Ala., is dead according
to law. because he waas pronounced dead after being
bhanged for murder, although he subsequently ree
vived. You seem to have some doubt me;r
Tom can be agaln taken and hang-d or not. °
sentence In ..:0 tal case under the common law,
and I think in the Statas of this country l’l‘lrh
retain banging as the method of inflicting capital
punishment, was that the prisoner be taken to the
place of execuilon by the Sherifl and there be

the neck until he be dead.” SIT Wil
lam Blackstone in the fourth volume of his “Com.
says:. “itls rleknru:lb;l. |“.
u v ent to be hauged by the nec
Mm ’lmnmlw be not thoroughly killed, bui
revives, the Sherif! must hang him again. For the
former hanging was no execution of the sentence:
and if a false tenderness were to he indulged Iy suct
cases, a multitude of collusions might cnsue 8ir
Matthew Hale says practically the same thing é"
volume 2 of his “Pleas of the Crown ™ on %uv .
It would seem, therefore, that the beat thin 10|
Tom to do wouid be “to take 1o the woods,” and 0

e chance of his being declared ‘o
=my°=ea and Immune from l‘c umm;l‘ouln
his sentence. x%.

VRENTON, N. J., April 28.
o ——————

Notice to “Fly Fisher."

To Tme EDITOR oF TAx SUN—Sir: Referring t8

“Fiy Fisher's”letter in to-day's lssue of your papef
in relation to the pollutioa of trout streams o §
livan county, 1 would call his attention to Sectio!
100 of the Laws of New York, Chapter 974, June %

as ]
“No dye-stuff, coa! iar, refuse from gas houscs
sawdust, shavings, tanbark, lime, or olher nelﬂo;
rious or polsonous substances shall be throws ©
allo to run into any of the streams ol
It “Fly Fisher” will Oictate & Ictter addres
10 the President of the Commissioners of ¥ n'bcfl .\
Game, and F , 81 Albany, N. Y :nmcal.n&l L
spot he refers to, 1 am ul‘lla ed aha;w'r’ I;\l:n“‘n;‘-
miasio and checrfu )
% st J. C. ANDERSON

the matter.
NEWw YOREK, April 28

S —————
The North American Review for May mhwnt
e reputation for timeliness, as a partial list of b

articles It contains will show. Archibald Fe
Colguhoun, the well.known traveller, discusscs
“The Negro Preblem”: Dr. Kobertson Nicoll writes
of Emerson, and W.J. Long disousses '“The Modern
School of Nature Study.” Karl Blind tells wby
Germany strengthens her navy. V. 1. uom‘.:n
studies “Certaln of the Chloago School of Flotlon™
Stephen Bonsal writes of [P'resiiont Castro of
v ! Jobnston discusses The Preseut
Tendencies of Russian Policy, * aud Lord Northofers
some uppublished letters of his ancestor, the pord
North who was Prime Minister (0 George 1L duriaf
the Revolution. Timeliness can go kiile fprthon

-—




